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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . . . ,

96-709

September 13, 1979

HARD DECISIONS & CRITICAL AGENDA.

\,nshington, D,C.

The 96th Congress returned this week from its

Au~ust recess to deal with a number of issues criticnl to the 15th District and
the country as a whole.

The pace so far has been slow.

of legislation have cleared Congress.

Only a few major pieces

Almost all are in the area of foreign

affairs, including a new international trade agreement, funding of the IsraeliEgyptian peace treaty and setting up a new nongovernmental relationship with
Taiwan.
This is a step in the right direction.

An overwhelming majority of Americans

are tired with most government solutions and they feel better when the Congress
is not spending their tax dollars.
The 96th Congress has been dubbed the "Oversight Congress."

The first part

of this session has been a holding pattern rather than a time of new initiatives.
We devoted more time to overseeing how ngencies are carrying out existing programs
with fewer new pieces of legislation.
This fall the Congress will continue to devote muc~:of'its time to oversight
hearings and meetings designed to help us cut spending an~ r.educe the presence of
government.

This should fuel our country's economic growth Vhile trying to stop

the raging fires of inflation.
Hard decisions must be made. We will be considerine some headline legislation
including an energy package, defense appropriations, ~e~pital cost containment,
the fisca 1 1980 budget, Chrys ler' s bid for federa 1 .acid, the Boa t peop Ie and the
reinstitution of the draft.
Severa 1 legis la ti ve rna tters schedu led' for..,f loor action are of immed ia te Concern to the 15th District and include:
SUGAR -- The Sugar Stabilization Bill, which I cosponsored and strongly
supported, will insure that the nation's farmers receive a fair price for their
product as well as assuring a stable supply at equitable prices for consumers.,
The bill faces major opposition but I will continue to lead ,the fight for this
important legislation that will guarantee the U.S. does not become dependent on
foreign sugar and widely fluctuating world market prices.
GASOHOL -- As part o~~a sugar bill and rural development bill, the
Agriculture Committee has authorized federal loan guarantees to expand production
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of alcohol fuels from farm and forest products.

Gasohol can play an important

role in our national energy strategy by reducing oil. imports.

The two bills

are awaiting floor action, and the Agriculture Committee will continue to
explore a broader bill.
PESTICIDES -- Also awaiting floor action is an Agricu lture Committee
bill, initially approved by my subcommittee, which extends for one year authority
for federal pesticide control programs and reauthorizes for 1979 and 1980 use
of mirex to con.trol the fire ant.

The one-year extension will give Congress a

chance to review progress of the programs next year.
CROP INS.URANCE -- Approved by the Agriculture Committee and awaiting
House consideration, this bill would authorize and expand crop insurance programs
beginning with the 1980 crop year.

This bill is so important to our farmers

because it protects their hard work and investment.
AQUACULTURE -- The Agriculture Committee approved a bill, which I cosponsored, directing the government to develop a coordinated national plan to
promote commercial production of fish and shellfish.

The Merchant Marine and

Fisheries Committee on which I also serve is still considering the measure.
bill should be ready for floor action this fall.

The

It will provide a boost to the

American economy because the U.S. presently imports more than 50 percent of its
seafood.

Aquaculture also has the potential to meet America's future food needs.

WATER RESOURCES PLANNING -" The Agriculture Committee approved an
amendment exempting small watershed projects from a pending new· federal review
process, We believe that existing reviews are sufficient to provide effective
control over such projects. This will eliminate unnecessary regurations and
save some taxpayer money.
With this agenda in mind, an October adjournment date sought by the leadership seems out of the question. I wouldn't be surprised if we worked hard until
Christmas.

*

*

*

IF YOU ARE YOUNG. GIFTED. HIGHLY MOTIVATED and seek first hand experience in the
process of governing the nation the White House wants to hear from you.
The President's Commission on White House Fellowships, established in 1964
by President Lyndon Johnson, is seeking exceptionally· qualified candidates for
its 1980-1981 program. Fellows are salaried and serve for one year at a high
level in the Executive branch. These exceptional young men and women are chosen
from careers and professions in all walks of life -- farmers, lawyers, doctors,
teachers and local government officials to name a few.
Competition for the fellowships is open to all American citizens regardless
of occupation, sex, race or religion. For more information or an application,
please send a postcard to the President's Commission on White House Fellowships,
P.O. Box 773, Washington, D.C. 20044. You must request your application by
November 15, 1979 and submit it by December 1, 1979 .
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